“This is intended to be a cool book about fire”.
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First sentence of
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“The flaming fringe may, in truth, be the true core”.
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Last sentence of
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and the Making of the Modern World” (2012)



Tinderbox City ‘ ‘

Great and Less Great Fires in Glasgow

Michael Blum



In February 1652, there was a great
eclipse of the sun about 9 hours in the
forenoon on a Monday; the earth was
much darkened, the lyke, as thought by
astrologers, was not since the darkness
of our Lord’s passion. The country-peo-
ple teeling loused theur plews, and
thought it had been the latter day:
Some of the stars were seen, it fell so
dark; the birds clapt to the ground.

There followed a great heat that sum-
mer, and in July of that yeir was Glas-
gow burnt, the whole Salt-Mercat, and
a great part of the town; the fire on the
one syde of the street fyred the other
syde; | observed myself the wind to
have changed the tyme of the burning
five or six tymes, which occasioned the
burning of severall parts of the city.

[Rev. Mr Robert Law, Memorialis; or, The
Memorable Things That Fell Out Within
This Island of Britain From 1638 to 1685.
Edinburgh, 1818. P. 6]

The blaze began in the house of one
James Hamilton in High Street and
quickly spread to surrounding proper-
ties blown by an unseasonal north-
westerly wind. The flames spread south
to the Saltmarket and east and west
along Trongate and Gallowgate, even-
tually reaching as far south as Bridge-
gate. The fire burned, out of control, for
18 hours and by the time it began to
die down around a third of the city had
been destroyed. The houses in the city
were made of wood and thatch and
burned quickly. Many people were
killed and over a thousand families
were made homeless.

[Stirling Council Archives. Retrieved on
Nov. 10, 2017]

June 17, 1652
The Great Fire




November 3d, 1677, the fire brake up
in Glasgow in the heid of the Salt-mer-
cat, on the right near the cross, which
was kyndled by a malicious boy, a
smith’s apprentice, who being thret-
tened, or beatt and smittin by his mas-
ter, in revenge whereof setts his
workhouse on fyre in the night tyme,
being in the backsides of that fore
street, and flyes for it. It was kyndled
about one in the morning, and having
burnt many in the backsyd, it breaks
forth in the fore streets about three of
the morning; and then it fyres the
street over against it, and in a very short
tyme burned down to more than the
mids of the Salt-mercat, on both sydes,
fore and back houses were all con-
sumed. It did burn also on that syd to
the Tron church, and two or three
tenaments down on the heid of the
Gallowgate. The heat was so great that
it fyred the horologe of the tolbooth,
(there being some prisoners in it at that
tyme, amongst whom the Laird of Cars-
land was one, the people brake open
the tolbooth doors, and sett them
free); the people made it all their work
to gett out their goods out of the
houses; and there was little done to
save houses till ten of the cloke, for it
burnt till two hours afternoon. It was a
great conflagration, and nothing infe-
rior to that which was in the yeir 1652.
The wind changed several tymes. Great
was the cry of the poor people, and
lamentable to see their confusion.

It was remarkable that a little before
that tyme, there was seen a great fyre

pass throw these streets in the night
tyme, and strange voices heard in some
parts of the city.

[Rev. Mr Robert Law, Memorialis; or, The
Memorable Things That Fell Out Within
This Island of Britain From 1638 to 1685.
Edinburgh, 1818. P. 135]

November 3, 1677
The Great Fire
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Source lllustrated London News.
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DES’I‘RUCTI'-VE FIRE IN

" GLASGOW.
DAMAGE £15,000 TO £20,000.
A destructive fire occarred in Glasgow be-

" tween one-and two o'clock this moraing. The

warshouse of Mesars D. Macphail & Company,
genoral drapers, Mijlton llouse, 166 to 170
Cewcaddens Street, was entirely destroyed, and

" damage dene to the extent of batweon £15,000

and £20,000.

The building was & very handsome stene
‘structure, four storeys aud attics ia height, and
‘sccupied a promiment site mear the Graund
Theatre.  The oatbreak was discovered at five
minntes past one o'clock. The presumption is
that the flames must have some time pre-
viously got a geod hold of the contents
eof the warshouse, for ‘at the time men-
tioned the windows were blowa out into
‘¢he strect with a loud explosion. Flames
poured out of every windew on all the tive
floers, and almost immediately the roof fell im
with a loud crash, disengaging showers of sparks
and byruisg embers, which, carried upwands by
the force of the tire, landed onadjoiming bumild-
ings, to their imminent danger. The ware-
house was closely built iu on three mdes
with dwelling-houses, ome block of which,
to the weat, separated it from the Urand

Theatre. Fortuuately the wind was blowio
from that direction, and that buildiag Ec;po&
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[The Glasgow Herald, March 19, 1889]

March 18, 1889
Milton House
166/170 Cowcaddens Street

damage.. The fire brigade from the Central
establishment in College Strest, with all the
euginea At their command, were om the ground
within a few minates of the time when the
-alarm was first given, bat they were wer-
leaa to astop the progress of the Hames.
Floor after tloor gave way,  and befere half

t eme o'clock tho whele of the interior of the
::ldu; was gutted. The coatemts continued
to blaze m the basement tor urerl.lth:;n, but
danger to adjoiming property was by this time
at f;' end, JWh.:l'l;t pf.he flames were at the
greatast beight the ° heat was very in-
tense. The pawnt on tha woodwerk ef the
bouses on tne ether mde of the street
. was scorched aud blistered, and it was impos-
mble for the firemen to stand in front to
direct water en -the, buildipng, Naturally
considerable alarm prevailed among the
inbabitants of the dwelling-houses 1 the
wiginity, and many persons beganm to carry out
their farniture.  As showiog the dasger to pro-
perty in the neighbourhood 1t may be wentioned
that large barming brands were carned by the
‘wnad ioto Aastlaud Strest, aad that sparks fell
ia showers along the east end of Ssuchiehall
Btrest and in West Nue Street.
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DISASTROUS FIRE IN|
GLASGOW. -
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FOUR FIREMEN KILLED AND
TWOQ INJURED. . .
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‘ Abont thres c'elock ‘Vhis merning Sre wus dis-
‘wovered to have breken . in the eximsive pre-
mise~ nRembeld Streers ~med by MmnW.2 R
Hatrick & Co., whelesaly and export chemisty
and druggists. The firm ocoupy the greater part

311

1 7l the ook, which consts of shept, two flats
;. shore, and ether apartmests in the rool. The
'~ ! premises extend from 152 to 170 Beafiald Strost,
- and 1t was % onoe seen thas the firs would be
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acemed » loag interval shouls were heard from the
vuins, and & fewzeconds later ons of the firemen
ceme ont. He was covered with dust, aad mato-
vally greaily excitel. Hes axplained that thre wers
thers at the back of the premises, asd thas he
‘was carried dowa li-ul.luden_ﬂdoms_-
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[The Glasgow Herald, January 7, 1898]
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Jan. 7, 1898
W.&R. Hatrick & Co.

Wholesale and export druggists

152/170 Renfield Street

View from the interior of the building (which had been erected in 1881), looking across Renfield
Street to a crowd of curious Glaswegians. Photo Glasgow City Archives, Deposited Collections.
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They were ordinary working men,
many of them migrants from Ireland
and the Highlands. Home was a five-
storey lodginghouse off Gallowgate in
Glasgow.

But early in the morning of November
19, 1905, fire broke out without warning.
Blind panic ensued as men tried to flee.
A one-legged man in desperation broke
a thick fanlight, enabling him and some
others, including a blind man, to escape
on to the roof. But many unfortunates
were trapped on the upper floors. In the
event, 39 men lost their lives, and an-
other 24 were seriously injured. (...)

The lodging-house - known as “N° 2
home” - stood at 39 Watson Street. It
was owned by Councillor William Nicol,
who owned a similar establishment in
the same street and who was in Man-
chester on Glasgow Corporation business
on the day of the disaster.

About 360 people were asleep when
the lodging-house caught fire. (...) “the
building was densely populated, with
men sleeping in wood-lined cubicles
and with only one exit to the street
through a turnstile”.

The fire “spread very rapidly, trapping
those who coulnd’t escape on the upper
floors.” Public attention was swiftly
drawn to fire and building regulations
and the urgent need to improve them,
and an Inquiry was quickly established.

The blaze was reported extensively by
the Glasgow Herald in a report head-
lined “Appalling calamity in Glasgow”.
The report began: “A calamity appalling
alike in its character and its conse-

20

quences occurred in the city yesterday
morning”.

It added: “None of the survivors are
able to give a clear, still less a graphic,
description of the scene. Only the
imagination can picture the despair
and the panic, and the frantic rush for
life of several hundreds of undisciplined
men of all ages, from youth to senelity,
called in an instant to face death in its
most appalling form.

“So fierce was the fire and so dense the
smoke they had to fight that, for those
who were unable to escape, the fatal
struggle was mercifully brief - so brief
that some of them perished apparently
without an effort to leave their beds”.

The dead included many labourers.
Others had been employed as bakers,
brass-refiners or asphalt workers.

A one-legged survivor, Donald McNab,
described as a “smart-looking young
man”, saved several people by smashing
a fanlight of thick glass with his crutch
as the flames grew closer. Many sur-
vivors found themselves in the freezing
street, naked or with very few clothes on.

As 130 of the men were later being
driven from Central Police Station to
Barnhill Poor-house, members of the
public came up and pressed gifts of
money, food and clothing on them.
Watson Street had been the scene of
another tragedy a few years earlier,
when 15 people were crushed.

[The Glasgow Herald, July 19, 2017]

November 19, 1905
39 Watson Street Lodging
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One of the most extensive and disas-
trous fires that has occurred in Glas-
gow for several years broke out shortly
after midnight in Ingram Street within
30 yards of the Central Fire Brigade
premises. It seems almost incredible
that so great a conflagration should
have developed literally at the doors of
the institution manned by the men
whose duty it is to fight the flames, but
when one realises the nature of the
outbreak and the inflammable descrip-
tion of the material lodged within the
buildings now reduced to ruin it is not
so surprising after all. The block des-
troyed extends from Shuttle Street to
High Street, the frontage covering
roughly 80 yards. It was a splendid piece
of masonry, standing four storeys high,
and was occupied by a large number of
tenants as warehouses, in which were
stocked wines and spirits, clothing,
boots and shoes, hands and legs of pork,
and divers other kinds of produce.

At a quarter past twelve o’'clock there
was no sign of fire. The brigade staff on
duty were standing about in the
muster room adjoining the hall in
which the motor vehicles and other
paraphernalia is housed. An outbreak
of fire across the street was bound to
be immediately noticed. At twenty-one
minutes past midnight a member of
the brigade detected a lurid like glare
in a window on the top storey of the
buildings opposite. Ere he had time to
realise what he had seen, flames burst
out of the window.

What caused the outbreak is not at
present known. A rumour spread that
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it had originated by a gas explosion, but
no confirmation of that theory has so
far been forthcoming. Whatever the
source of the fire, it soon enveloped the
building from top to bottom, and in
less than 15 minutes the place was a
seething mass of flames. The lurid glare
attracted people from many quarters,
but even when the crowd became large
little difficulty was experienced by the
police in preventing the onlookers
hampering the efforts of the firemen,
for the heat was intense. (...)

Shortly after one o’clock the masonry
of the top storey crashed into the
street. The movement of the wall, for-
tunately, was observed, and a warning
shout caused the firemen to rush into
the station. Some of them were within
an ace of being felled to the street and
buried beneath the mass of stone and
lime and iron pillars. Along with the
wall came down a telephone standard,
carrying many wires, which hung over
the main doorway of the brigade pre-
mises like a screen. The collapse of the
wall also damaged the lines of hose to
such an extent that they were ren-
dered useless, and reserve supplies had
to be brought into operation. Still, it
was obvious that the attempts made
to check the fire were absolutely futile.
(...) There was a pathetic touch of irony
in the spectacle of the Glasgow Fire
Brigade having to turn the hose upon
their own headquarters, which by one
o’clock were almost red hot.

[The Glasgow Herald, August 17, 1909]

Mitchell Library, Glasgow Collection, Postcards Collection.

August 17, 1909
“Great Fire of 1909” (Ingram Street)
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Kingston Dock, Glasgow, was des-
troyed by fire yesterday, the damage
being officially estimated to amount
£160,000. The conflagration, by reason
of its character and the area of destruc-
tion and the havoc wrought, is unique
in the history of the city, and in this
country at least is without parallel. (...)

Kingston, the oldest dock on the Clyde,
was opened in 1867, and cost £155,000.
It has a water area of 5'? acres, a depth
of 13 ft. at low water, 823"? yards of
quayage, and an entrance of 60 ft.,
which is crossed by a swing bridge. The
dock, which is situated on the south
side of the river, has its southern
boundary on Paisley Road, its northern
in Windmillcroft Quay, and is bounded
on the east by West Street and on the
west by Springfield Lane. The whole of
that vast extent was for hours yester-
day like a raging furnace, a fringe of
flame surrounding the water area on all
sides. (...)

Like many another great conflagration
it had a simple beginning. For some
time operations have been in progress
with the object of widening and piling
the quay walls. Yesterday morning men
were engaged at the dock driving holes
through piles by means of pneumatic
borers. At the west side of the dock,
near Dundas Street, this work was
being performed. The piles are satu-
rated with creosote, and the heat gene-
rated by the pneumatic boring, or
rather what is known as the singeing
process, set the pile in a flame. It was

like a spark to tinder. Within a few se-
conds the flames had seized on the
other piles, and although a hose was
promptly turned on it proved a futile
check. According to an eye witness, the
flames spread ravenously eastwards,
along the quayside and sheds with the
swiftness of a “galloping horse”. The
Fire Brigade received the alarm at 8.27
a.m,, and the Central and Southern
Brigades were on the scene in a few
minutes, followed immediately by de-
tachments from Govan, Partick,
Queen’s Park and Springburn. From
then onwards the brigade operated
without pause, and it was not after
three o’clock in the afternoon that the
ravages of the fire were checked. The
entire line of sheds on the southern
side was speedily a mass of flames,
which, catching the sheds on the east-
ern side, spread along the quayage at
West Street, thence seizing on the
sheds running along the north side.
Meanwhile the sheds bordering Spring-
field Lane had also caught, so that for
hours there was a raging square of fire.
Had the outbreak been confined to the
sheds the task of the firemen would
have been less difficult and, as a matter
of fact, the flames there were got under
with comparative ease. The fuel which
fed the fire and gave it fierceness was
the piling along the quayside. It also is
of course soaked in creosote, and the
intense heat of the past few days had
made the woodwork of the quays the
more susceptible. Within the sheds also
was a quantity of highly inflammable
material, including a large number of

barrels of seal oil. Many of these caught
fire, but fortunately, 200 of them fell
into the river, consequent on the quay
paving giving way. It was a curious sight
to see the flames from the blazing bar-
rels rising from the waters of the Clyde,
which, however, speedily quenched
them. The remainder of the barrels
were rolled from the sheds into West
Street.

An hour or so after the outbreak the
quayage along the south side of the
dock presented a scene of ruin. The
heavy iron roofing lay torn and twisted,
the masonry that coped the brick walls
was dislodged and broken, and the

Kingston Dock

June 18, 1914 | |

sheds along their whole extent were
dense with smoke. Looking through
the entrance gates in Paisley Road the
scene suggested the fabled descriptions
of an inferno. Smoke in huge volumes,
black, yellow, and sometimes curiously
blue, and laden with the odour of cre-
osote, rose, obscuring the broken
framework of the sheds and the water.
It might have been the smoke from a
myriad of industrial chimneys but for
the red glow that shone through it, in-
dication of the fiercely raging fire that
was burning at the riverside.

[The Glasgow Herald, June 19, 1914]
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Large crowds witnessed the fire in Argyle
Street, and a painful sensation was
caused when it became known that two
of the firemen, Frederick True and James
Farquharson, of the Western Division of
the Fire Brigade, had been buried by
falling wreckage, and that hope of their
rescue had been abandoned. Three
other firemen received injury, but after
treatment at the Royal Infirmary they
were able to go home. Throughout the
entire evening and all day yesterday
through tramway service was sus-
pended, cars from the east being
turned at Glasgow Cross, and those
from the west getting only as far as
Queen Street. The Master of Works has
deemed it advisable for a few days to
barricade Argyle Street at the scene of
the fire, and arrangements have been
made by the Tramways Department to
meet the circumstances. (...)

The corner block involved in Saturday
night’s destruction was an ornate
structure of four floors and basement,
measuring 80 feet by 60 feet. The three
top floors were occupied by Messrs
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Wallace and Weir, mantle makers,
clothiers and wholesale warehouse-
men, and the street portion was occu-
pied by Bowman’s Economic Stores,
drapers and house furnishers. It was in
a portion of these stores that the fire
was first observed. The alarm was raised
shortly before seven o'clock in the
evening. At that time Messrs Bowman'’s
shop was still thronged with purchasers,
among whom and the assistants some
excitement prevailed, but they were
able to get clear before the situation
became dangerous. Filled on the various
floors with inflammable material, the
building was not long in being entirely
involved in the outbreak. The flames
spread with great rapidity, and when a
detachment of firemen arrived from the
Central Brigade station it was apparent
that further help would be needed. The
flames had secured a firm hold and
were making great progress. Re-
inforcements were summoned from
the Central, South, East, West, Spring-
burn, and North Divisions, and in a few
minutes these arrived. In an incredibly
brief time Argyle Street and the abut-
ting thoroughfares were a network of
hose pipes, which through the motor
pumps poured great volumes of water
on the flames, now burning brilliantly
in the calm summer evening air. (...)

By eleven o’clock the great block of
buildings seemed entirely gutted. The
masonry stood up gaunt and stark in
the darkening gloom of the gloaming.
Flames raged here and died down as
the searching hose jets reached them,

July 2", 1921
Building block

Argyle and Miller Streets

and smoke belched through the win-
dows. Still there seemed sufficient
wreckage left to cause a resounding
crash as it was released by water or by
the burning away of its last support.

The crowds of sightseers, drawn from
all parts of the city by the glare to join
the usual Saturday night throngs in
that busy thoroughfare, watched with
fascinated interest the firemen'’s fight
with the flames. Their curiosity was a
source of inconvenience, however, and
it required the services of a large staff of
policemen, who were present under the
direction of Assistant Chief Constable
Smith, to keep them at a safe distance
and give the firemen room to work.

The scene looking eastwards from a
point near the burning block was striking
as the gloaming deepened. The air was
calm and the sky clear and the smoke
as it issued across Argyle Street from
the wrecked windows formed a thin
veil, through which some distance off
the crowd could be seen surging
against the barrier of police, the light
dresses of the ladies and the cricket and
tennis flannels of gentlemen in the
more sombre attired crowd showing
up vividly in the kaleidoscope, which
had for background the rugged beauty
of the Tron Steeple.

On to midnight a large section of the
crowd waited, and anxious inquiries
were made at intervals at policemen and
firemen as to whether there was any
hope of the missing men. All through
the long summer night the firemen
worked removing the wreckage in the
search for their comrades. It was not till
seven o’clock on Sunday morning that
the bodies of the men were found. It is
thought by the appearance of them that
death must have been instantaneous
when the heavy masses of wood and
iron fell on them.

The total loss is estimated to be not less
than £200,000.

[The Glasgow Herald, July 4, 1921]
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ALARMING FIRE IN GLASGOV

FLOUR MILL 3

Flour mill
Scotstounmill Road, Partick

pany, occu

night in the Partack dastrict of the vy, The

remises involved were thoso of Mcesars Jobn

hite mnd Sons (Limuted) the Scolstoun
Scotstoonmull

from the rool of the hnudmﬁ. and for a ume
the spectacio prescnted was \squicting. De-
\schments from the Uentral, Partick,
Northern, Souibern, and Western Divisions
of the Fire Brigade were, howerer, quickly
on the socne, aud the men concenirated on
tho dual task of preventiog the spread of the
flames to the large buildings joining and
of quelling the onginal outbreak, the opera-
tfons being watched by & large crowd, °
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In this they were successful, for within
an bour the outbreak was well in hand,, and { prom
by one o'clock the fire was extinguished.
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[The Glasgow Herald, December 26, 1925]
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| FOUR FIREMEN. PERISH
Christmas Eve Tragedy in

il | Glasgow

=| EAST-END WAREHOUSES curTéD
b ESTIMATED LOSS, £5409

- Four members of Glaigow Fire Brigade lost Uheir lives while on duty at

o8 | 4 frein the Esat end of the city on Baturday night. The men, who were all
w8 | gitached to the Central Division, were:—

s Jumes Conn (4), David Jeflrey (34),
Harry W. WKellar @), I Morrison Dunbar (23).
st Tho scens of the fire was & six-storey warshouss in Graham Bquare, and

'8 | owing to the threatening circumstances many, teasnts of adjoining dwellings
bt | ware warnod out.

Bome of the tanaala ware abeent at (he tise of ‘the outbeeak, and on
return—carryiog with them, in numerous inastances, their parccls got in the
3"| course of Christmas shopping—were surprised and alarmed whea informed
that it was usisafc to enter their houses.

e A touching featurs of the fire tragedy is that e men o the Esstara
3wn |y ision were enjoying Christmas feativitios with their familics in the Fire
Btation whea the call came which was to mean’ death to sowe of their
"‘.{; «colleagues in the Contral.

"t’.n..m
0w 7|.n.wmun.nnma L l.m-a"""f.g'.::w"w:;‘\g;

e e tn tha

The fire was located in Graham Square,
a cul-de-sac on the north side of
Gallowgate, which leads to an entrance
to the Corporation Cattle Market. The
east side of the square consists, starting
from the Gallowgate end, of a modern
tenement and of a brick building of six
storeys with a frontage of 136 ft. and a
depth of 30 ft. This building, which was
totally destroyed, along with corru-
gated iron sheds and a warehouse at
the rear, contained business premises,
workshops and a hotel. (...)

About 8 p.m. two constables on duty
in Graham Square observed that fire
had broken out in the premises occu-
pied by James Houston. Further exam-
ination revealed that the outbreak had
originated in a hoist at 34 Graham
Square, which was used by several of
the firms in the block. The constables
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smashed the fire alarm and turned out
several detachments of the Fire Brigade.
By this time the fire was extending to
other parts of the building. On the ar-
rival of the first two detachments of the
Fire Brigade from the Central Station
great volumes of smoke pouring from
the building indicated that the flames
had taken a firm hold, and further re-
inforcements were summoned, along
with four pumps and the fire escape.
Firemaster Waddell took charge of the
operations.

Immediately the fire was attacked both
from the interior of the building and
from the street. The intense heat, the
density of the smoke, and the general
threat to the structure, made it obvious
at an early stage of the operations that
it was highly perilous for the firemen to
remain for long periods inside the
building. Therefore, adopting what
measures they could, the firemen con-
tinued the main attack from the road-
way in Graham Square, from the roof
of buidings to the east and south of the
endangered premises, and even from
the top of the fire escape. It soon be-
came apparent that the entire struc-
ture was doomed, and that any
measures adopted by the Fire Brigade
would be futile except to restrict the
area of devastation.

The flames were being strongly fanned
by a north-easterly breeze, and showers
of sparks and poisonous clouds of
smoke were causing much alarm in
Gallowgate towards which they were

drifting, and in which large crowds of
spectators had gathered. The pungent
smoke hung in dense clouds over the
streets and sparks floated thickly down.
The tramcar service, interrupted owing
to the lines of hose across the street,
was diverted for a period, and then was
ultimately resumed over rail bridges.
The tenants of houses, who had been
Christmas shopping when the fire oc-
curred, mingled with the crowd, their
arms full of parcels. Some of them were
unable to reach their homes, and expe-
rienced grave anxiety as the flames
darted ominously higher and seemed
to endanger the tenement.

A thrill ran through the watching
crowd when the roof of the burning
building collapsed amid an awesome
pyrotechnic display of flame and
sparks, to be followed a few minutes
later by the thunderous crash of large
portions of the walls into the interior
of the structure. Dust and smoke arose
in suffocating clouds.With this fresh de-
velopment the career of the fire was
checked, however, and half an hour
later - that is, two hours after the rai-
sing of the first alarm - the outbreak
was under control, and the occupiers
of the tenements were informed that
they might return to their homes. Lines
of hose were in use all through the

December 24, 1927
Warehouse
Graham Square

night, however, as a precaution against
further outbreak.

About ten o’clock the fire was so far
extinguished that several detachments
of the Fire Brigade were ordered to
prepare to return to their stations. The
discovery was then made as the motors
were about to depart that four firemen
from the Central Station were missing.
An exhaustive inquiry was at once
begun, but it was early feared that the
men had been trapped in the building
when the walls and flooring had col-
lapsed. So far as can be ascertained the
four missing men, along others, were
on the third floor at the south end of
the building when the flames were first
attacked. At that time the fire was con-
fined largely to the northern end of the
building, and it is assumed that with
great fortitude the men had pressed
some distance through the building to-
wards the seat of the fire so as to be of
greater service. (...)

The missing firemen are: James Conn
(40), married, and with three of a family
who has had 23 years’ service with the
brigade; HW.M. Keller (31), married;
David Jeffrey (24), single; Morrison
Dunbar (23), single.

[The Glasgow Herald, December 27, 1927]
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Scenes of anguish and horror were
witnessed in the Glen Cinema, Paisley,
yesterday, when 69 children were killed
and 59 others were injured as the result
of a panic which arose suddenly on the
call of “Fire”.

About 2000 boys and girls, mostly from
working-class homes, were witnessing
a Hogmanay matinee performance in
the cinema shortly after two o’clock,
when dense clouds of smoke, caused by
a film which had caught fire in the
spool-room, were swept into the the-
atre from the vestibule.

The children immediately took fright
and stampeded to a doorway behind
the stage at the opposite end of the
hall. To their horror, however, this
doorway was closed and was protected
on the outside by a closed iron gate. In
a frenzied effort to escape the children
screemed in terror. Some jumped from
the balcony, many fainted, and their
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bodies were trampled upon in the wild
rush for safety.

All the windows in the building were
smashed, and soon a large band of res-
cuers, including policemen, firemen,
and tramway men, regardless of their
own safety, laboured continuously
until the entire audience was taken
from the hall. All the available ambu-
lance waggons in the town and several
privately-owned motor cars were
utilised to take the injured, the dying,
and the dead to the Royal Alexandra
Infirmary, where hurried preparations
were made to deal with the emergency.

Agonising scenes were witnessed at the
infirmary when parents and relatives,
tortured by uncertainty, crowded at
the entrance in an effort to obtain
news of their children. Some women
who actually succeeded in gaining ad-
mittance afterwards collapsed and had
to be carried out again.

As the victims were carried into the in-
firmary it was impossible to find bed
accomodation for them, and they were
laid on mattresses in the corridors until
they could be examined. Every minute
another little figure was taken from the
rest and carried over to a corner to be
covered by a sheet.

Artificial respiration was applied, and
several were saved by this means and
were hurried to wards. Those who were
not were added to the growing list of
dead.

Accomodation in the infirmary mortu-
ary was soon taxed to the utmost, and
many of the bodies had to be laid in the
Chapel to await identification. Parents
and relatives were admitted one at a
time, and many were so overcome that
they had to receive attention on leaving
the building.

[The Glasgow Herald, January 1, 1930]

December 31, 1929
Glen Cinema Disaster
Gilmour Street, Paisley
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More than 100 men and women
working in an oil tanker at Queen’s
Dock, Glasgow, were rescued by tug
and small craft yesterday when fire
spread with alarming speed in a quay-
side shed containing newsprint.

Shortly after a workman had seen
smoke rising from the shed there was a
series of explosions caused by the
bursting of oxygen cylinders. Flames
quickly caught hold of the wooden
walls of the structure, and there was a
danger that they might spread to the
oil tanker, the Alva Bay, which was fit-
ting out directly alongside.

One of the exploded cylinders shot
through the roof of the shed and across
the vessel, falling in fragments into the
water. Another was blown over a road-
way into an adjoining dock.

A squad of 120 men, who were finishing
off the interior work before the ship runs
its trials, and seven women cleaners
from Port Glasgow found escape by the
gangways cut off and had to clamber
down ropes to safety.

The Alva Bay, which was later moved to
avoid damage to her new paintwork,
was not fully loaded but carried about
1500 tons of fuel oil.

Fanned by a strong wind, the flames
spread rapidly along the length of the
shed, but firemen who poured thou-
sands of tons of water through dozens
of lines of hose prevented the fire from
extending to the entire quayside. The
river fire float, summoned from
Yorkhill Quay, lay under the stern of
the Alva Bay and helped to bring the
maximum possible number of hoses
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into play. Although working in intense
heat and under the constant threat of
burning debris the firemen succeeded
in isolating the blaze to a 200-yard sec-
tion of the shed. Hundreds of heavy
rolls of newsprint were destroyed.

Mr Neil Sharp, a tank scaler, said that
the explosions made by the bursting
cylinders sounded like a thunderstorm.
“It all happened within a few seconds”, he
added. “It was astonishing how quickly
the shed went up.”

For fear of further explosions, police
closed the dock to hundreds of stay-at-
home holidaymakers attracted to the
scene.

Late last night, 15 lines of hose were di-
recting more than 5000 gallons of water
a minute into the still glowing mass of
newsprint, which, like the shed, is a total
loss. Firemen stood by throughout the
night. A special watch was kept to en-
sure that sparks did not set light to
neighbouring sheds. A senior fire officer
said that there was as yet no indication
of what had caused the fire.

[The Glasgow Herald, September 29, 1953]

September 28, 1953 | |
Stobcross Quay, Queen’s Dock, Finnieston

The Finnieston crane at Stobcross Quay can be seen in the background and
Queen'’s Dock is on the left of the photograph. Source Glasgow City Archives.
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Three persons were killed and 25 in-
jured when a crowded tramcar collided
with a heavy lorry in Shettleston Road,
Glasgow, yesterday, and went on fire.
Flames spread the length of the tram
within 30 seconds. The driver of the
tramcar, David Blackhurst (29), Vernon
Street, Maryhill, was thrown six feet
back into the lower saloon, along with
the control unit, resistance box, and
front staircase.

Two women sitting on a side seat at the
front were killed instantly. (...) Mr Black-
hurst - who was doing an overtime shift
on what should have been his day off,
and who had transferred from another
tram in which a fault had developed -
was trapped and perished in the flames.

()

The eight-wheeled lorry, loaded with
15 tons of steel castings, was at right
angles across the road, and was about
to back into the Parkhead Forge of
William Beardmore and Co.,, Ltd.,, when
the tramcar - travelling from Baillieston
towards the city - ran into its rear. The
driver of the lorry, Gerald Keown (36),
42 Barlanark Road, Easterhouse, tried to
get off the ice-covered tramway track
when he saw the tram approaching,
and would have done so in about an-
other second.

Passengers flung themselves from the
top deck of the tram as the flames
spread rapidly after a loud explosion
from the resistance box. The intense
heat drove back pedestrians who went
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to the rescue.

A law student, Forrest Cairns (22), who
was driving to his home at 35 Eckford
Street, Shettleston, from Glasgow Uni-
versity, reached the tram as a workman
was smashing the windows with an
iron bar. Mr Cairns tried to lift a male
passenger through a window, but was
driven back by the heat.

One top-deck passenger, James
Pitkeathly, 148 Killin Street, Sandyhills,
Glasgow, had his hair burnt off as he
struggled through flames on the plat-
form. James Campbell, 1060 Shettle-
ston Road, Glasgow, said he jumped
from a top-deck window and then ran
into the lower saloon to help three
women and the conductress.

Within three minutes of receiving an
emergency call a unit of Glasgow Fire
Brigade arrived from Parkhead. By that
time only the skeleton of the tramcar
was left. It took the firemen one-and-a-
quarter hours to free the bodies of the
dead. A crane and a fork-lift truck were
used to remove heavy castings and pull
the lorry away from the tram.

The fire which spread so rapidly
through the tramcar was electrical in
origin, it was established later. The
collision severed the main power cables
and dislodged the resistance box. Cables
and equipment were thrown into the
lower saloon, causing severe flashing and
short circuiting.

e,

SR

Source The Herald Scotland

The metal chassis and framework of
the tramcar immediately became “live”
and the aluminium alloy structure
melted and buckled under the intense
heat, which caused the interior wood-
work to go on fire.

The tram, a Coronation-type vehicle
which had been in service since 1938,
had about 25 per cent of timber in its
structure mostly in the form of var-
nished facings and linings.

Experts are considering a theory that
part of the metal load on the lorry

January 28, 1959
Tramway fire
Shettleston Road

became electrically charged and helped
to cause the sudden outbreak of fire.

Officials of Glasgow Corporation Trans-
port Department said that this was the
most severe collision involving a tramcar.
It is at least 40 years since a passenger
travelling in a Glasgow tramcar has been
killed. Last year, trams were involved in
23 fatal accidents in the city, corporation
buses in 15, other buses in nine, and trol-
ley buses in none. (...)

[The Glasgow Herald, January 29, 1959]
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Nineteen men of Glasgow’s fire service
perished last night when walls collapsed
after explosions in a whiskey and to-
bacco bonded warehouse near the river
Clyde at Anderston, in the centre of the
city. The explosions were followed by
the worst fire in Glasgow for many
years and the occupants of tenements
adjoining the warehouse, which belongs
to Arbuckle Smith & Co, Ltd., were
ordered out for their safety. (...)

There was little hint of tragedy when
Glasgow firemen were summoned to
investigate smoke issuing from a ware-
house on Cheapside Street. Wearing
breathing apparatus they were sear-
ching the building when, suddenly,
there came the deafening roar of an
explosion. Hundreds of tons of masonry
were blown across the street, and a wall
collapsed.

Flames which burst through the ware-
house roof could be seen all over the
city. So intense was the heat that at-
tempts at rescue were impossible. Fire-
men at the top of 100ft, turntable
ladders directing thousands of gallons
of water on the fire were dwarfed by
the flames.

Passengers boarding the Royal Scotsman
for Ireland were showered with embers
blown from the burning building. At
Springfield Quay, where the motor ves-
sel Yoma was berthed red-hot embers
showered over the ship, and two tugs
made preparations to remove her.
Arrangements were also made to shift
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the ore carrier Dunadd from terminus
Quay to a berth out of danger.

Early this morning the west wall of the
warehouse collapsed and the fire
threatened to spread to buildings on
the opposite side of Warroch Street, in-
cluding a timber shed belonging to
Harland and Wolff. Firemen prevented
the flames spreading, however, and by
2 am. to have the outbreak under con-
trol. (...)

Onlookers said that one of the firemen
who died was about to be raised on the
tip of the extending ladder to tackle
the blaze from Warroch Street, which
runs parallel to Cheapside Street. The
ladder was only partly extended, they
said, when the force of the explosion
struck him. He hung on the tip of the
ladder with flames licking round him
until the heat decreased and his col-
leagues were able to reach him. (...)

Five blocks of houses containing the
homes of about 35 families were eva-
cuated. Many of the displaced people
made private arrangements to stay the
night with friends and relatives, while
others waited in near-by streets in the
hope that they would be allowed to
return to their homes.

Every vantage point from which the
blaze could be seen was crowded with
sightseers, young and old. Even the
George V Bridge, almost a mile from
the fire, was lined with people who had
stopped on their way home. Streets

March 28, 1960

The Cheapside Street Whisky Bond Fire
76/120 Cheapside Street

e

k]

FIRE HORROR THAT KII.lED AND DESTROYED

NI FROM THE AIR-THE s |
_SMOKING RUIN _ "mt

[The Evening Times, March 29, 1960]

near Anderston Cross were lined with
cars, nose to tail. The story of the death
of some of the 19 firemen was told by a
man who declined to give his name. He
watched the firemen arrive in Warroch
Street. He said: “They jumped from the
fire engine and were trying to break down
a door to gain entry, when the whole side
of the building collapsed and engulfed
them and the fire engine. There was

nothing anyone could do as the flames
immediately covered the area.” (...)

The warehouse contained 21,000 barrels
of whisky, each barrel estimated to be

worth £300.

[The Glasgow Herald, March 29, 1960]
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[The Evening Times, October 28, 1961]

AR A gy e g

«33{?“ };Hx i‘inewﬂx

Fl

"‘"*Theatrc,— Stockwell

At the height :of the bidze,
5 & with' 10 units of Glasgow’s ﬁte
brigade pouring hundreds “of
gallons of water on the flames,

:vpé. t&emot collapsed.kwa Ly
=

lluw-wlum »ulok. .billowed o
dense.clouds; e~

RE raged- through " Cne Moo
the - Metrépole |y sredued 1o

fabor
. Street, Glasgow, io-duy. )
T causmy hevvy ddmdge, | ¢ 2

e . , is .dn,
 businesd again. : ,.L.,;,,,r_,_r

AMATEUR!"

P.0: Phones §, Thoralleba:
Asnfleld 2, Casla

g ws L J;..

na-ud e -roof .| ¥

ﬂd:n in Howard

e tocf of & building in Metmpola
e‘, at the rear of the gheatre,
% 0 fought the hlzu. which
i nzrm! in the roof of the theatre.

3 "’Ehe fire dlscwer:d shuﬂly
- after one o' clock,

. Cafe proprictor Mr Zifior Pars
., .. .. dikou, whose r—lus adjoln - the
|~—teintin theatre, told the “Evening Times”
b 7% that! mdd:nlv :mnh filled I: ﬂle
:and his customers ed. o

b ‘—%.“":. -"'=.:' B o =i
a7 oy werr
pe ‘warned - sut.> ‘I'h ‘Was. no-®me
& -he i nse theatre at the ume.
tre Sonny
Ay was et ot b oL

ﬁ-ﬂrewlsd vered: flames

r Bridie

7 firemen ithat ;ever!m Ewbo
-pald to see the show. a

i
Hanscu. o

* Th f the theatre has been

"'-“ comp! 7.5;""5,, cosel by Five sad

oSS!
'nlecuns!ml:ﬂ work ‘has’'been
going on _ inside zhp theatre for
-~ some llm

Only last week IM new bar was
7 qu:;teu of the way towards com-
“Mr. Frlll!n. wfp |=tm

“at ything
:::;“?: urd:r. snld dﬂ: thls morn-
ing he and the of
enmp:my

In hand lnr,,ﬂne

Mb%&&ggmm .
ey
" 'rhree—qulnerl of an bour after|..

xoo!
H e Irish Gallagher
A ll n- m'eseat hﬁed at the tlxu:r: - Re
& IBridie Gallag T
e 'l'h !r: Alec Frut.ln !.old
bn stood - faced | . = |
ln SIm:kwell Street v:m:mn. .:I:z i STIR

'vj lhcalre ‘hl vmuld bo dont A3 8008 | j,

opened lnd' nother is three- |

| Holyrood 0, Woodside 2

! the ™t t~“turatable’| Cariba & White

1.3 of rn| e
msuzeund

-er've stll, raging flercely in the | O'HA

who'
- mot .seen i ‘would. mdu:tlun [ oo

; i uf their tickets. hl‘:nﬂ:h‘ money | | ¥
pc unded.

uhul[dil-‘k of tlae gallery.

;,34

burn it
Lr‘h.tss Y‘M..‘ASE;G

Vo o

7/

! 123 122
-t-t &) 'si— II"

October 28, 1961
Metropole Theater
116 Stockwell Street

63



The James Watt Street fire on Mon-
day 18 November 1968, was a fatal
factory fire in Glasgow, Scotland. It
was notable for the huge loss of life,
with 22 employees killed, trapped in
a building behind barred windows, a
hangover from its previous use as a
whisky bond. Around 100 firemen
from Glasgow Fire Service attended
this incident, which reinforced Glas-
gow's reputation for tragic fires in the
30 years after the Second World War.

The factory premises was located in
James Watt Street, a street between Ar-
gyle Street and the Broomielaw on the
north side of the River Clyde. It had pre-
viously been used as a whisky bond and
in common with much of Glasgow's in-
dustrial premises at that time, had seen
numerous uses over the years. The
building consisted of a ground, first,
and second floors, with basement. The
previous use of the building resulted in
high security measures, with barred
windows meaning that in the event of
a fire, escape could be compromised. In
the following enquiry, it was discovered
that the doors to the fire escape were
locked from the inside. Julius and Samuel
Stern ran the upholstery business B.
Stern Ltd. on the upper floors. A glass
company, G. Bryce, occupied the base-
ment and part of the ground floor.

The alarm was raised at around 10:30,
with the first crews arriving within five
minutes. (..) 70 firemen attended to fight
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the fire, with water poured onto the
building from turntable ladders. It was
found that efforts at rescue were futile
due to the intense heat, and the difficul-
ties in entering the building, Escape from
the building had been prevented due to
fire on the stairs, caused by polyurethane
foam, and the escape doors from the
first and second floors to the fire escape
were found to have been locked from
the inside. Eventually, no persons were
seen at the windows, and any hopes of
rescue for those inside ended when the
roof of the building collapsed. Many at-
tempts were made to enter the building
where the employees were believed to
be, but intense heat drove back the fire-
men. The Glasgow Fire Service personnel
eventually gained access to the building,
by cutting through the steel doors using
oxy-propane cutting gear. The dead
were found inside the factory to have
died due to the inhalation of smoke, the
burning of polyurethane foam resulting
in poisonous fumes, fatal when inhaled.

[Wikipedia, consulted on Nov. 9,2017]

November 18, 1968

A.). &S. Stern’s Upholstery Factory

James Watt Street

ne ence "__bailie - ;_ we:ghty
glig e problem?
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Glasgow City Archives, Deposited Collections
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was dead before an; ambulance b [The Evening Times Marc

arrived. 3
It is believed he died of a heart |
mfaik'mmi ; th
eson was married ‘wi
three of a family. His eldest son |:
was to be married next week, |
The fire was in a flat- occupied |
by Mr Thomas Young, aged 22, his
wife, Nancy, aged 22, anqd their 18-
month-old baby daughter, Denise.
Mr Young said ‘he smeilt smoke
Jand suddenly the settee next to
him .caught fire, He hurried his
wife and child from the houss,
alerted neighbours, and then
fought the blaze with pails of
water ‘while he awaited the fire-
men. i :
The blaze completely’ destroyed
the flat and badly damaged the
roof of the building. Seven families
were temporarily evacuated from
their homes. SR

£500 FORV TEAgEl‘

SEEM

o

[The Glasgow Herald, March 20, 1971]
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The Kilbirnie Street fire, on Friday 25
August 1972, was a warehouse fire in
the Eglinton Toll area (...), which killed
7 Glasgow Fire Service firemen in a
flashover while they were trying to res-
cue a trapped colleague. What started
as a routine industrial premises fire re-
sulted in one of the highest losses of
life for the UK Fire Service at a single
incident in peacetime.

The warehouse premises at 70/72 Kil-
birnie Street was used as a cash and
carry warehouse by the Sher Brothers
company, selling textiles, clothing and
household goods. It was built as a sta-
bles in 1899, but in common with
much of Glasgow's industrial premises
at that time, had seen numerous uses
over the years. It was a brick built con-
struction of ground, first and attic
floors, connected by internal stairs
and a goods lift. The first floor was of
concrete construction, and the attic
floor of composite steel and timber,
supported on cast iron columns. Inter-
nal partitioning consisted of timber
frames with hardboard lining. An ex-
ternal steel stair opening off the attic
and first floors acted as the fire escape
route. Stock was arranged on steel
frame shelving and stacked on the
floor. The potential fire load was consi-
dered high following a fire prevention
visit in December 1971 and again in
March 1972. It had been occupied by the
owners since 1970.

[Wikipedia, retrieved on Nov. 9, 2017]
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The tragedy happened in the premises
of Sher Brothers, 70 Kilbirnie Street.
More than 100 firemen had gone to the
blaze which, at first, appeared to be
confined to the attic of the three-
storey building.

The seven firemen entered the blazing
building and vanished into the thick
smoke. Fears for the safety of the fire-
men rose when they failed to report
back to their checkpoint after the time
for their oxygen supplies to run out had
expired. Although the building - a
clothing warehouse - was still burning,
firemen switched their pumps off to
allow the search party to find the bodies.

The firemen were inside the building
when the roof and rear wall collapsed
at the height of the blaze.

The bodies were carried out on stretchers,
covered by blue tarpaulins, while smoke
was still pouring from the building.
The stretchers were carried to ambu-
lances by helmeted firemen - while
their colleagues on turntable ladders,
extended high above the building, were
still pouring water on the flames.

[The Evening Times, August 25,1972]

AL
SOLID TIMBER
_FIRE SURROUNBS

18 HAVELOCK ST.
"t PARTICK '/

041-339 9100

S ALSO i
SEE OVER 400 PATTERNS

= OF CARPETS: VIRYLS AND
RUGS AT OUR SHOWROOMS

WHY GO FARTHER TO PAY MORE

*La STEPLIGHT LTD

August 25, 1972
Sher Brothers Warehouse
70/72 Kilbirnie Street

Roef collapse

The firemen were jaside
rool

"

[The Evening Times, August 25, 1972]
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[Glasgow City Archives, Deposited Collections.]
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Lestedo

Fire
dangers -

THERE has_ been
another serious fire in
Glasgow which has this
time claimed two lives,
injured 31 people, and
made 54 families home-
less. The blaze began in

a disused shop under|,

tencments, and under-
lines the city’s black
record of tragic fires in
warchouses and tene-
ments.

One of the victims was
a fireman, bringing the
number of fire-fighters
who have lost their lives
at city blazes in the past
12 years to 27~ ~m ~ -

Mrs Nancy Ballantyne,
convener of  Glasgow
Corparation police ‘and

fire committee, has put | f
forward several recom- |94

mendations and called
for a co-ordinating com-

o
failed

will ¢

mittee to deal - with all|p

aspects of fire-fighting,

B MEASURES

She will ask the Lord
Provost to see what steps

can be taken to have ail t

derelict property
demolished, to 'have
special precautions where
there is empty property
under occupied tene-
_ments, and to consider
measures to ensure the
safety of firemen and the
ibility of equip

into narrow, lanes,

It would be wrong to
comment on the precise
causes of this fire in
advance . of whatever
inquiry there may be, but
the general principles put
by Mrs Ballantyne are
indisputable.

by Mrs Ballantyne are
indisputable.

B EXPERTISE

A firemen’s spokesman |,

has made the point that
increasingly the expertise
of the firemen must be
used in Glasgow as it is
in other cities, not just

to advise on safety in|"

buildings but to help
enforce local by-laws
on fire prevention.

. Sub-Officer* Adrian
McGill sacrificed his life
in' the Maryhill blaze
while trying to save a

_trapped woman, How|
_much wiser-it would be

to wuse the specialist
knowledge the firemen
‘possess. before the event
rather than put their
lives in jeopardy.

YEARS
- AGO -

; :m w’mrrﬁes

'g From the “Evening Times” |

[The Evening Times, November 20, 1972]

[Source The Evening Times)

November 18, 1972
Maryhill Road and Great Western Road

On a bitterly cold Saturday afternoon
in November 1972, Sub Officer Adrian
McGill lost his life while trying to rescue
a 43 year old woman from a burning
building in Maryhill Road.

The fire had started in a disused furni-
ture shop at 23 Maryhill Rd., one of a
row of shops beneath a tenemental
block housing many families.

Incredibly some residents had smelt
smoke hours earlier but not taken any
action. The speed with which the fire
spread once it took hold, was blamed
on the early Victorian construction
methods, exacerbated by alterations

carried out in 1875. It took the fire-
fighters nearly six hours to bring the fire
under control.

More than 50 families were made
homeless and Woodside Hall in Glen-
farg St. was turned into an emergency
reception centre. Taking place just a
few months after Kilbirnie St. fire when
seven firemen were killed, there were
calls for greater enforcement of existing
bye-laws on fire prevention, and spe-
cial measures to be applied to disused
buildings, especially under tenements.

[Woodside Community Council website,
retrieved on Nov. 10,2017]
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Meanwhile, several offers
of new accommodation wers
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Stephgn White, manager of|
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[Citizens’ Theater, 119 Gorbals St, June 1975. Mitchell Library. ]

citz.couk

May 7, 1973
Close Theater

127 Gorbals Street
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On October 12, 1977, flames destroyed
Hyndland Secondary School, Glasgow.

The fire brigade contended with low
water pressure.

The West End News reported: "The Water
Board were carrying out work within the
area” and "urgent requests were made to
have the pressure increased.”

Student Audrey Edmiston said: “When |
arrived the roof was just falling in. There
were sparks everywhere, and the smoke
was thick and black.”

Another pupil, Catrina Campbell, said: "/
witnessed the whole fire from the first mo-
ment we saw smoke coming from the top
floor. | could feel the heat from the road
below, and it was very spectacular when the
windows blew out.”

In an account posted on the website
Urban Glasgow, Michael Fleming, a fire of-
ficer assigned to the Knightswood Station
firefighter, recalled "there was no sign of
fire" on arrival.

"After about ten minutes of investigating in-
side the school a member of the public ran
to the fire engine to inform us that smoke
was coming from under the eaves of the roof
on the far side of the school entrance.

"My crew of four men where sent to the roof
void with a line of hose to attack the fire.

"When we got into the loft we spied the fire
at the far end of the building and proceeded
to drag our line of hose as near to the flames
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as we could when suddenly there was a
flashover which caused us to exit the roof
space as quickly as possible before it engulfed
us all in flames. The whole roof void was
now an inferno.

"This school was built in Victorian times and
had lath and plaster walls and ceilings
throughout which meant it had many
nooks and crannies behind the walls and
ceilings which allowed embers from the fire
in the roof to drop to the ground floor inside
the walls causing fires in classrooms all over
the school.

"The speed at which this occurred was
amazing. By this time there were many fire
engines in attendance trying to save the
school.

"l remember my crew were fighting fires in
classrooms all around us on the top floor
when the water was cut off suddenly for
about ten minutes.

"We retreated to the only classroom not in-
volved yet in fire and waited in terror for the
water to come back on again.

"That was the longest ten minutes of my life
as we tried to think of some way to escape
if the water was too late coming back on.

"If I remember correctly workmen had been
in the roof space with an acetylene cylinder
working with tar before they went for their
lunch that day.”

[Glasgow Fire Journal website, retrieved on
Nov.9,2017]

part- time
limit

October 12, 1977
Hyndland Secondary School
Clarence Drive
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The A-listed Grosvenor Hotel on Great
Western Road was reduced to a smoul-
dering ruin as young sailors and
marines, replacing striking firemen,
fought a seven-hour battle to contain
the blaze. The servicemen argued that
if they had been provided with
turntable ladders and modern equip-
ment they might have been able to
save the 100- bedroom hotel, flagship
of the Reo Stakis empire. The fire was
thought to have been started by a chip
pan and, at one point, two naval ratings
who had tried to reach the seat of the
blaze were trapped when the kitchen
ceiling collapsed on them. Fortunately
they managed to escape through a rear
door and neither they nor anyone else
was injured in the incident.

As it was, despite the £3m damage to
the hotel, the servicemen and their an-
tiquated green goddess fire engines
were able to stop the fire spreading to
the rest of the recently refurbished
Grosvenor Terrace.

The magnificent Georgian terrace dates
back to 1855 and, apart from the hotel,
much of the rest had been restored
with the aid of grants from the Scottish
Civic Trust. The residents of the houses
were evacuated to a nearby hotel as a
safety precaution, many of them bearing
their most prized possessions, which
included a collection of Ming vases
and a pack of five Yorkshire terriers.

Having saved the Venetian facade from
demolition, four years and millions of
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pounds later, Reo Stakis was able to
officiate at the opening of the restored
Grosvenor Hotel.

[The Herald Scotland, January 17, 2003]

Designed by ).T. Rochead, the Venetian-
style terrace was built with three equal
superimposed storeys, Corinthian
above lonic above Doric. There are five
bays in each unit. At the time of its
completion in 1858, the terrace was de-
scribed as "the finest range of buildings
in Great Britain, being described after the
most palatial style of architecture...”

The Grosvenor Hotel opened at Nos 1
and 2 at the eastern end of the terrace
in 1938, in time for the opening of the
Empire Exhibition. The Glasgow-Cypriot
businessman Reo Stakis acquired seven
neighbouring houses for the expansion
of the hotel in the early 1970s. In 1978
it was destroyed in a spectacular fire
during a strike by firefighters, but re-
built using glass-reinforced concrete to
recreate the original distinctive facade.
The Grosvenor reopened in 1982. In
the early 21 century it became part of
the Hilton hotel chain, under the name
of the Hilton Grosvenor Hotel.

[TheGlasgowStory.com, retrieved on Nov.
10,2017]

January 7, 1978
Grosvenor Hotel
Great Western Road
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The interior of the former Elgin Place
Congregational Church in Pitt Street,
which was designed by John Burnet,
was gutted in the early morning blaze,
which firefighters battled for seven
hours before bringing it under control.

It wiped out two clubs, Trash and the
Shack, which between them played
host to some 3500 clubbers every week,
ranging from students to Premier-
league footballers. (...)

The fire started shortly after 5am, not
long after revellers had left a fourth
anniversary celebration at the Shack.

Passers-by and staff at the nearby
Novotel Hotel alerted the fire brigade,
but the blaze quickly took hold, send-
ing flames shooting high into the air
and a plume of thick smoke around the
city centre.

Fire stations from as far afield as
Greenock sent appliances to reinforce
the Glasgow crews, and 80 firefighters
using 12 appliances and two aerial plat-
forms were involved at the height of
the incident.

They faced problems common in old
buildings that have been subject to
major alterations, including the instal-
lation of cavity walling. The Shack was
on the ground and upper floors of the
building, and Trash was in the lower
floor at basement level.

A spokesman for Strathclyde Fire
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Brigade said: "When they went in and
went downstairs to Trash, the flames
were shooting up the cavities and ap-
pearing above their heads. They had to
withdraw and fight the fire from outside.

"There would be plenty to burn - furni-
ture and wall covering. Presumably
there was also alcohol stored there,
though that wouldn't necessarily be a
major factor in the overall scheme of
things.”

There were no casualties, but 24 people
in six flats next to the rear of the building,
on Bath Street, were evacuated.

Among the residents were Rachel
Woodward and Sasha Jackson, both 20-
year-old students at Glasgow School of
Art, who slept through the commotion
until Ms Woodward's mother phoned
them from her home in Edinburgh.

"She had heard about it on the radio and
phoned to ask if we were all right,” said
Ms Woodward. "We were going to go
back to bed when a fireman started
knocking at the door and telling us to go
out.”

Ms Jackson, from Newcastle, still
dressed in her nightclothes, added: "We
got quite a shock when we got outside
and saw what it was like.

"There were police officers and firefighters
up a ladder at the back, checking in the
windows to see if anyone was still inside
the flats."

November 26, 2004

Former Elgin Place Congregational Church
(The Shack and Trash night-clubs)

Pitt and Bath Streets

The evacuees were taken to a social
work centre in Elmbank Street while al-
ternative accommodation was found.
Some of them were not expected to
get back into their homes until today.

A spokeswoman for Glasgow City Coun-
cil said officials would be meeting today
with the owners, whom they expected
to have appointed engineers to assess
the state of the building. Fire investiga-
tors were also waiting for access. So far,
the cause has not been determined.

Elgin Place Congregational Church,
built in 1865, is sometimes misattrib-
uted to Alexander "Greek" Thomson
and is very much in the Thomson tra-
dition, but is in fact the work of John
Burnet, a contemporary and one of
four Scottish architects who kept the
neo-classical tradition alive in Scotland
in the mid-nineteenth century.

[The Herald Scotland, November 26, 2004]
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A landmark Glasgow building has been
classified as a "dangerous” structure
after fire ripped through it on Monday.
Glasgow City Council said building
control officers had carried out an in-
spection of the former Co-op Funeral
Service building in Morrison Street.
Two of the three buildings in the struc-
ture have been "gutted" with no floors
from ground to fifth level. The third
building is partially damaged. Fire crews
continued to "damp down” the site.
No-one was injured in the blaze. (...)

Emergency services were called to the
scene, near the south bank of the River
Clyde, at about 13:50 on Monday. At its
height, more than 100 firefighters were
involved in tackling the blaze. Flames
inside the five-storey building were sent
more than 100ft into the air, causing
smoke to blow across the M8 and M74
motorways.

Surrounding buildings were evacuated
for several hours. Residents and busi-
nesses were allowed to return late on
Monday night.

[BBC News, November 29, 2011. Retrieved
on Nov. 9,2017]
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The building known as the Gusset
Building due to the wedge-shaped site
it occupies comprised of three dis-
cernible parts, with the west part being
the most ornate. A huge fire on No-
vember 28, 2011, gutted much of the
building. Of the three buildings, two
were completely gutted from ground
floor to roofline with all the floors and
roof burnt out and collapsed within.
The third building to the west with the
clock on the top of its west elevation
and the most ornate of the three sur-
vived in a better condition.

The buildings had lain empty since the
Co-operative funeral service vacated
the site. Originally designed by the
Donald Bruce and Edward Alexander
Buckingham Hay architectural partner-
ship with a building date of 1876, the
building was one of the numerous
warehouses the Bruce & Hay partner-
ship designed and was commissioned
by the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale
Societies (SCWS). The building to the
front of the warehouse was French
Renaissance in style with carved details
at the doors, and on the north eleva-
tion a large pedimented doorway with
fine ashlar detailing and carving was
sited halfway down the elevation. The
building was Category B listed.

[architectureglasgow.co.uk, retrieved on
Nov. 10, 2017]

November 28,2011
Former Co-op Funeral Service Building
120 Morrison Street
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The iconic library at Glasgow School of
Art has been lost in the fire which
swept through the Charles Rennie
Mackintosh building on Friday.

The library was recognised as being one
of the finest examples of art nouveau in
the world.

Broadcaster Muriel Gray, who is the art
school's chairwoman, said: "This is an
enormous blow and we are understand-
ably devastated.” However, she revealed
that the art school's archives were safe.
Ms Gray, a former student at the
school, confirmed that most of the
building was still standing.

"The most amazing, almost miraculous
news is that the majority of the building
is still intact,” she said.

"Due to one of the most astonishingly
intelligent and professional pieces of
strategy by the fire services, they succeeded
in protecting the vast majority of the
building, apparently by forming a human
wall of firefighters up the west end of the
main staircase and containing the fire."

()

[BBC News, May 25, 2014. Retrieved on Nov.
9,2017]

May 23, 2014

Mackintosh Building, Glasgow School of Art

The fire at Glasgow School of Art’s his-
toric Mackintosh building in May was
started when flammable gases from a
foam canister used in a student project
were ignited, according to a report by
the Scottish fire and rescue service.

The category-A listed building was en-
gulfed in flames as students were
preparing for their final-year degree
show. Much of their work was lost, along
with the building’s famous library, one of
the world’s finest examples of art nou-
veau design, which housed many rare
and archival materials as well as original
furniture and fittings.

The report concludes that the blaze
began when a projector ignited gases
from the expanding foam and took hold
quickly as gaps in the walls. Old ventilation
ducts assisted its spread into neighbouring
studios and upwards through the building,

The student work in question was made
up of foam panels fastened to three
walls, with one wall left blank to receive
images from a projector. At the time of
the incident, visible gaps between the

167 Renfrew Street

panels were being filled by applying ex-
panding foam from a canister.

The report also notes that a fire sup-
pression system, designed to enhance
existing fire protection measures, was
in the latter stages of installation at
the time of the fire, but was not yet
operational.

She added: "Also, after ensuring no lives
were in peril, they displayed an impressive
understanding of the precious nature of
the building, and due to their careful and
meticulous handling of each developing
situation the damage is considerably less
than we dreaded.

"We have run out of words with which
to thank them, but the school has most
certainly gained a new gallery of heroes.”

()

[The Guardian, November 29, 2014. Re-
trieved on Nov. 9, 2017]
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Tinderbox City. Great and Less Great
Fires in Glasgow is a non-scientific, non-
exhaustive micro-survey limited to 28
cases among many, many more. All the
fires that have been excluded, whether
the artist decided to ignore them, did
not have access to reliable sources, or
merely didn’t know about them, will
feature in the more extensive survey
that might be conducted one day. For
now, this modest enterprise will be limited
to 28 fires and 96 pages.

Most cities have had great or less great
fires that scarred and shaped them for-
ever - whether physically or in their col-
lective psyche. Fire is a disastrous,
destructive, and frightening event, yet
it allows urban regeneration and re-
birth. Glasgow, for many reasons, has
had so many fires that the fact became
part of its public image. Chief among
these many reasons are the dense and
flammable city fabric inherited from
the 19*" century, and the very common
repurposing of old buildings, which
makes them perpetually unsuitable for
the activities they shelter, and lethal
for the people who work or live in
them. In addition, the state seems un-
able to protect listed buildings, as some
of them have been left to burn, rot, and
were then demolished as unsafe.

Tinderbox City. Great and Less Great
Fires in Glasgow has been produced
during a Creative Lab Residency at the
Center for Contemporary Arts in

Farewell 1 1

Glasgow, from November 20t to De-
cember 3", 2017. It was xeroxed and
bound by the artist’s clumsy hands at
Publication Studio, Glasgow. Concept,
research, design and photography are
by Michael Blum, assisted by Baykal
Cicek, unless otherwise stated. The CCA
Programme Coordinator is Alex Misick,
and the CCA Director is Francis McKee,
who kindly provided the photographs
on pages 92-95. Great help came from
Chloé Reid. Support for the residency
was provided by the CCA and the Con-
seil des arts et des lettres du Québec.
Gratitude extends to the entire CCA
team, particularly Alex Misick, as well as
Thomas Corriveau and Jean-Frangois
Guillon.

Contact: << <office@blumology.net>>>
www.blumology.net. ISBN  978-2-
922392-44-9. Publication Studio et
Editions de I'Ecole des arts visuels et
médiatiques de 'UQAM, 2017. Dépots
légaux : Bibliotheque et Archives na-
tionales du Québec. Bibliotheque et
Archives du Canada. Bibliotheque et
Archives de Babel. Quatrieme trimestre
2017.
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